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Introduction Methods

The International Polar Lecture Series began as a grass roots effort to have researchers on the
ground present in person to members of their universities, communities, and other local groups.
Early career researchers were asked to give a presentation or arrange a guest lecture on polar
research for a local group, such as Rotary, 4-H, Boy Scout/ Girl Scout troop, church groups,
school associations, city councils, universities, or wherever their community gathers.

During the Fourth International Polar Year (IPY4),

several International Polar Day and Week events

were held drawing international attention to the

polar regions. These events were widely considered

successful in reaching an international audience

of educators, students, and others through online

resources, multilingual lesson plans, real-time live

events, and much more..Pgrticipation was ‘Fracked e L I
by havmg p(?lar day paiticipamnts launch T/V”‘tual Figure 1: Virtual balloons are launched from partici-
Balloons” (Figure 1) on the IPY.org website. pants during the Ice Sheet IPY Day.

The invitation to participate was advertised in a variety of ways and to a number of polar re-
search and education groups and organizations, including:

APECS E-Mail List

APECS Education & Outreach Committee

APECS Council

ARCUS's Arctic Info E-Mail List & Polar Education List

IPY Newsletter

International Antarctic Institute List

IPY Teacher’s Group & Education and Outreach Committee

University of the Arctic

Striving to reach a wider audience, including more members of the public and university
students, the International Polar Year International Programme Office worked with the Asso-
ciation of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) to facilitate an International Polar Lecture Se-
ries during the October 2009 and March 2010 International Polar Weeks. The International
Polar Lecture Series activities not only provided tools and assistance to researchers interest-
ed in sharing their science and enthusiasm about the polar regions, but also helped to sus-
tain the momentum of the IPY Days started in 2007.
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You may also find help at your institutions Public Relations, Education and
Outreach, or Campus Activities Office.

Things We Learned
Building an International Network

e APECS Members often hosted presenters, versus presenting themselves

e Participation was widespread in some regions and nations, while non-existent in others Globally, presentations were tracked on the APECS website (October 2009) (Figure 3) and at

* Continuous advertisement, particularly well before the Polar Week was essential IPY.org (March 2010). This created an instant global network, making one presentation feel like

* According to Google Analytics, the International Lecture Series web pages were accessed a part of a much larger international effort to educate the global public about the polar regions.
approximately 300 times for each event in October and March Over 50 lectures were given in over ten countries as part of this series in October 2009 and

March 2010 (Figure 4).
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Manday, 5 - Frlday, 9 October
Events Mationwide - Download Flier
For more Information, contact Miriam Hebling Almeida

up in an online calendar

e Do more to receive post-event reports from presenters to
better track audience demographics and presentations

e Continue to promote and provide resources for helping
early career scientists conduct these events

e Build regional networks for additional support in

Chile

Manday, 5 - Friday, 9 October
Events Citywide - Download Flier
For more [nformation, contact Alfredo Soto Orteaa

Germany

6 October 2009 - 4 PM

Alfrad Wegener Insiute, Bramernaven, Germany

Meumayer-Station il - die neus deutsche Antarktisstation des Altred-Weganer-Instiuts
(Meumayer Station Il - the new German Antarktis Station of the Alfred Wegener Insfute)
Presonter: Dr. Hanwig Gernandt

For mora information, plaase visit: hip:fwww, awl. deddesakiueles_und_pressesveranstaltungens
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Mational Antarctic Research Canter, University of Malaya
Talks and poster exhibition on the relevance of polar research to the troplcs.
For more [nformatian, vizit the event websaie,
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